“The unpredictability of life”

Ecclesiastes 9:11 – 18
· Life is filled with “swift transitions” ___________________________________________________
After all, life is complicated.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In biblical perspective, life flows from the Living Father through  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Throughout the Book of Ecclesiastes ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Solomon tells us that death plays to win, and life plays unfairly.  ___________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In our last sermon:  ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “What Makes Life Unpredictable?”
1 – Our Future Is  ___________________________  
· In v11 – The swiftest runner  _______________________________________________________
The strongest warrior  ______________________________________________________________

The wisest person  ________________________________________________________________

The smartest person  ______________________________________________________________

The most skillful person  ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Here, in v11, only the Lord has control over “time” and “chance.”  __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· As Christians, we  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v12 – Solomon maintains that  ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· It is like fish caught in a cruel net or birds trapped in a snare.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – Our Reward Is  ___________________________  

· In v14 – Solomon tells us that this story was significant and made a great impression upon him.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
· Solomon speaks of a poor wise man who had delivered a small poorly defended city from a siege by a powerful king.  _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The poor man’s wisdom went unrewarded because nobody remembered what he accomplished.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Solomon believes that wisdom is still better than military power or strength …  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 – Our Sin Is  _________________________  

· In v17 – Solomon suggests that a ruler with a loud mouth received all of the attention and led his people into foolishness and defeat.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In v18 – Here, Solomon warns that though wisdom deserves attention …  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· This biblical truth is illustrated throughout the Scriptures … _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Yes, life is   ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Since “death is unavoidable” and “life is unpredictable” our only wise course is to  ____________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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